Imaging of surgical paraphernalia: what belongs in the patient and what does not.
Many radiologists are not familiar with the names of various instruments, surgical sponges, and needles that may be seen on intraoperative and postoperative radiographs. These devices may be intentionally placed for localization or therapeutic intervention, discovered on radiographs obtained to evaluate incorrect sponge or needle counts, or incidentally encountered on postoperative radiographs. These paraphernalia are usually described in vague nonspecific terms in radiology reports. In this article, photographs and radiographs of several instruments commonly used for intraoperative localization or therapy are presented, as well as examples of sponges, needles, and other devices that should not be found on postoperative radiographs. Familiarity with their appearances will allow a more precise and knowledgeable description in radiology reports.